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WOMAN’S PARTY TO RECEIVE 
“MUNIFICENT BEQUEST 


NE of the most important endorsements of 
the aims and work of the Woman’s Party is 
contained in the will of Miss M. Carey Thomas, 
President Emeritus of Bryn Mawr College. Re- 
bekah Greathouse, National Secretary of the 
Woman’s Party, received the news and expressed 
the —. and deep appreciation of the or- 
ization. 
wit bequest of $50,000 is left, in the following 
words: “I direct my executors to apply such bal- 
ance” (after the designation of other uests ) 
“to the payment of a legacy of $50,000, which is 
hereby given and, bequeathed to the Woman's 
Party (a corporation whose headquarters are now 
in Washington, D. C., and whose founder was 
Alte Paul) to be held and invested by said cor- 
poration in safe English and American securities 
and the income therefrom to be used only to meet 
administrative expenses of said Woman’s pn 
Dr. Thomas, one of the most distinguished edu- 
cators in American history, suffered from discrimi- 
nations because of her sex, in not being permitted 
in her student years to study medicine on the same 


terms as men at Johns Hopkins. When she under- 


took to raise a $500,000 endowment fund for the 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, she made it a con- 
dition that women should be admitted on the same 
terms with men. Mary E. Garrett, who gave the 
half million dollars, without which the Medical 
School could not have opened at that time insisted 
on the condition. So the great Johns Hopkins 
Medical School helped to open the doors of equal- 
ity of the sexes in the Medical profession. 

An editorial in the Independent Feminist Weekly, 
Dec. 14, 1935, stated: 

“When Miss Thomas died, December 2, she was 
still far ahead of her time. She assumed for 
her sex all of the prerogatives of human beings and 
demanded that women be admitted, not only to the 
Medical School, but to human life, on the same 
terms with men. She, more than any other person, 
contributed to the demolition of the legend of the 
‘female mind.’ ” 

“She gave women back their human brains 
which, for long ages, custom and tradition and 

rhaps racial expediency, had taken from them. 

er fame will be written not in words or in monu- 

ments, but in the more enduring terms of women’s 

1 achievements throughout the far flung 
ure.“ 

By her most generous bequest to the work of 

the Woman’s Party, Miss Thomas bequeathes a 
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sacred trust to the women of the future, to con- 


tinue their campaign for equality until the farthest 
outpost of freedom is won for women on the same 
terms with men. Dr. Thomas championed com- 


plete equality of the sexes throughout her presi- | 


dency at Bryn Mawr. It is said that one of her 
students, years after her graduation from the 
college, told Miss Thomas that the one thing that 
stood out in her memory above everything else 
was the emphasis she placed on equality in her 


talks in Chapel to the students. 


A letter written by Miss Thomas to Mrs. Harvey 
Wiley, Vice Chairman of the Woman’s Party, ex- 
plains in her own words, her ideas on the impor- 
tance of the passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment. 


the issue of March 15, 1935, and is repea 


February 9, 1935. 
“Dear Mrs. WILzy: 


“After having the most careful consideration of 
which I am capable to the present legal and industrial 
ties of American women, and also to what I am 
convinced will be the beneficial after effects of oe Sa 
Rights Amendment now before Congress, I have r , 
the conclusion — — to be su by 
woman’s or every woman 
the United States. 
“During the present world-wide ression the ma- 
. of men and women of the civilized world have 
t, and I believe forever, the savings of a life time and 
financial security. In the future women as well as men 
must work for their living and for the joint support of 
their children. Women can no longer be supported by 


men. 

must combine e sure by pass e 

Rights Amendment that all women ‘throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction’ 
shall have equal legal and industrial rights with men to 
their children, to work, paid by the job and not by the 
sex of the worker; and pursuit of happiness. 

“All of us who understand the situation hope that the 
Federation of Women’s Clubs will lead the way to victory 
by endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment. 

“If only all women’s organizations could be 2 — — 
to support the Amendment and if all the individual 
women would write to their Senators, the amendment 
could be passed.“ 


aM. CAREY THOMAS. 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chairman 
of the Woman's Party, made the following state- 
ment: Dr. Thomas’ bequest comes at à most 
opportune time. After years of indifference in 
Congress and, I must admit, among our many 
women, we are within sight of achieving our 
of realizing and safeguarding for all time full legal 
equality for all American women. The added ad- 
ministrative work now that legislative action ap- 
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pears within sight, puts us under considerable ex- 
se. Dr. Thomas undoubtedly foresaw this and 
lan provided a portion at least of the funds we shall 
be especially needing for the next year or two. Her 
gift was as beautiful as it was timely and all women 
who have the cause of equality at heart will think 
of the gift of Dr. Thomas with abiding gratitude.” 
Betty Gram Swing, Chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee of the Woman’s Party, who is 
also in charge of the legislative campaign, says: 
Women thoughout the United States have been 
shocked by the fate of women in Central Europe, 
and their 8 to the many disabilities that 
they still suffer under American law, has given wa 
to an active interest in the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. I feel that it is more than a coincidence that 
news of Dr. Thomas’s bequest comes at this mo- 
ment. We shall have to conduct a campaign 
throughout the country and must redouble our ef- 
forts to convince Congress itself that American 
women are determined to win their fullest possible 
constitutional rights. Dr. Thomas’s bequest will 
not solve all of our financial problems. When the 
estate is finally settled, we will have the income 
from the $50,000 to use in meeting current ex- 
penses. Dr. M. Carey Thomas has set an example 
which it is hoped other women will feel encouraged 
to follow, not only in their wills, but by contribu- 
tions to the extent of their ability to the work of 


winning the Equal Rights campaign.” 


MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATION 
AFFECTING WOMEN 


A number of bills affecting women have been 
considered by the Massachusetts Legislature this 
year. The defeat of the bill restricting the employ- 
ment of married women under the Civil Service 
was a real victory for women. It was vigorously 
opposed by women’s organizations and by the four 
women legislators. 

Once more a bill requiring women to serve as 
jurors was turned down and the indifference to it 
was discouraging. 

Two bills further restricting the work of women 
and girls have been passed and signed by the 
Governor. One extends the 48-hour law for women 
and children to the cleansing, dyeing, laundering 
and pressing trades. The other extends the 10 
o’clock closing law for women and girls to manu- 
facturing and mechanical establishments. This 
means no night work for women in two more in- 
dustries. 

Yet in spite of these added labor discriminations 
which the Legislators seemed to feel were neces- 
sary, they, at the same time, suspended for another 
year the 6 o’clock closing law for women in the tex- 
tile industry. The reason given for this action 
was that it was necessary to save Massachusetts’ 
industry and to allow it to compete with that in 
other States. 

One of the women legislators, Mrs. Katherine 
Foley, introduced a bill abolishing causes of action 
for breach of contract to marry. Surprising op- 
position was aroused on the grounds that it pro- 
tected the play boy. The bill was rejected by the 


SWAMPSCOTT BARS MARRIED WOMEN 
WORKERS 
Must a girl live in sin to hold a job in Swamps- 
cott?” indignantly asked Selectman Philip E. Bes- 
son when protesting recently against the dis- 
missal because of marriage of Mrs. Pearl Morley, 
Assistant Clerk to the Board of Selectmen of 
Swampscott, Mass. 
“Shall we revise the marriage vow to include a 
pledge to forsake the typewriter for the stove and 
Opener?“ he continued. When a girl assumes 
e luxury of a husband, must she surrender her 
economic independence? Should a married man be 
discharged because he has a working wife? Or 
should we discharge both and make business better 
r. Besson ~ the case so graphically 
that there is nothing more to be said. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Founded 1913 
Object 
To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human — 4 tesa in particular to 
secure the adoption of the Equal Rights 2 — to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 8 
rue Lucretia Mott Amendment 2 
Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
appropriate legislation.” ,* 
Introduced, Senate—By Senator Townsend, Del., Jan. 4, 1935 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


Joint Resolution 


Article 1 
“The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
a territory subject to their respective juris- 


Signed—- By the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, Uru- 
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WOMAN’S REPATRIATION BILL MEETS 
OBJECTIONS IN THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 


The need for the immediate passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment is strongly emphasized by the 
action or non-action of Congress on bills pertain- 
ing to women. 

The Congressional Record for April 6 states 
in terse phrases the fate for the time being of 
Senate Bill 2912, in the House of Representatives, 
under the heading, “Repatriation of Certain Na- 
tive-born Women Citizens,” and continues, in the 
words of the Record: 


The Clerk called the bill (S. 2912) to repatriate 
native-born women who have heretofore lost their 
citizenship by marriage to an alien, and for other 


purposes. 
3 Kg Speaker pro tempore: Is there any objec- 
on 
Mr. Blanton, Mr. Schulte and Mr. Thurston 
objected. 
Mr. Gearhart: Will the gentlemen reserve their 
objections until I can make an explanation? f 
The Speaker pro tempore: That is in the dis- 
eretion of the gentlemen who have objected. 
Mr. Blanton: Mr. Speaker, we insist on the 
objection. 
Mr. Gearhart: I may say this same bill was 
agreed to last year by the gentleman from Texas. 
Mr. Blanton: But since then I have found out 
a great deal about this immigration office that 
ought to be stopped. 
The Speaker pro tempore: Three objections 
have been heard. 
Mr. Gearhart: May I ask that the bill go over 
without prejudice for one week? 


Mr. Blanton: I object because the three objec- 
tions stop the bill. | 


The Speaker pro tempore: Three objections 
— 35 been heard. The Clerk will report the next 


Mrs. Caroline O'Day was 11 this re- 
— bill, which will now have to be reintro- 
u 


Mr. Faddis admitted to Mrs. O' Day, after the bill 
was thus summarily disposed of, that he did not 
quite understand what the bill was about! 


The proof is thus made lucidly apparent that 
the class (or, in this instance, sex) most intimately 
affected by any specific legislation is logically the 
one to understand and have a voice in dealing with 
it. The citizenship of many American born women 
was at stake. This bill provides for the repatri- 
ation of American-born women married to aliens, 
on their simply taking the oath of allegiance, with- 
out any other formality. | 
The proposed measure, as it stood when brough 
to the floor of the House of Representatives, w 
limited in its scope, applying only to women whose 
marriage with the alien is terminated. But it was 
a measure affecting women exclusively. It has re, 
_ quired the work and time of many interested per- 


sons to bring it to the point of consideration by the 
Legislative Body of the Nation. 

If all who work for separate pieces of legislation 
concerning women would concentrate on one meas- 
ure, equalizing, once for all, the position of women 
with other adult citizens, all such effort would be 
immeasurably simplified. 

One of the principle reasons why the Woman's 
Party advocates concentrating nationally on the 
Equal Rights Amendment and internationally on 
the Equal Rights Treaty is for the result of sim- 
plification of effort. Once adult woman is recog- 
nized as the equal of adult man before the law, any 
obstacles that remain to be removed from the past 
limbo of discriminative legislation can be more 
easily and quickly disposed of. 


WOMAN’S RIGHT TO VOTE IN THE 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Despite the fact that Judge Albert Levitt of the 
District Court of the Virgin Islands (husband of 
Elsie Hill, member of the National Council of the 
National Woman’s Party) ruled on November 7, 
1935, that women of the Virgin Island were per- 
mitted to vote, they were not allowed to register 
before the Electoral Board and thus be eligible 
to vote in the elections of 1936. The Electoral 
Boards appealed from his decision that the “‘Nine- 
teenth Amendment is in force and in effect in the 
Virgin Islands and anything contrary must be 
unconstitutional.” 

Registration Day closed on April tof this year. 
On December 28, 1935, Judge Levitt issued a writ 
of mandamus on application filed by Attorney Rob- 
ert Claiborne for the Teachers’ Association. Misses 
Vessus, Stevens and Williams, all teachers, made 
the complaint through him and prayed for per- 
manent mandamus to compel the Electoral Boards 
of St. Thomas to enter their names on the lists. 
This followed the refusal of the Electoral Boards 
to register the names of twenty-three teachers a 
few weeks before. The case was then transferred 
to the higher courts in Philadelphia. 

While this fight was going on in the Virgin 
Islands, hearings were being held in Washington 
before the Senate and House Committees on In- 
sular affairs on two bills to provide a civil govern- 
ment for the Virgin Islands. One bill which was 
drawn up by the Interior Department and spon- 
sored by Governor Cramer of the Virgin Islands 
provides for the extension of equal franchise to 
= immediately. Section 18 of H. R. 11751 
reads: 


“Beginning with the first election held pur- 
suant to this Act and thereafter, the franchise 
shall be vested in citizens of the United States, 
twenty-one years of age or over and able to read 
and write the English language. Additional 
qualifications may be prescribed by the muni- 
cipal council of the municipality having juris- 
diction: Provided however, That no property 
or income qualification shall ever be imposed 
upon or required of any voter, nor shall any dis- 
crimination in Aualification be made or based 
l difference in race, color, sex, or religious 
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Since there was no provision contained in this 
section which would enable the new electorate 
which includes women to register in time for the 
general elections in November, at the instigation 
of the National Woman’s Party, the following 

clause was added to Section 18: 


“Provided further, that for the first election 
under the Act the Governor shall by executive 
proclamation set the time and place and promul- 
gate regulations for the registration of electors.” 


The Second Bill, which was called the Virgin 
Islands Bill, and sponsored by Mr. Golden, of the 
Virgin Islands Legislature, postpones the extension 
of the franchise for two years. Thus, while women 
are then to be included, they, along with males 
who do not own property, are denied the right of 
franchise for two more years. The House Com- 
mittee on Insular Affairs in an attempt to recon- 
cile the differences in the two bills, has now intro- 
duced a new so-called “Clean Bill” which incor- 
oe Section 18 of the Interior Department Bill. 

en Congress passes this bill, as is expected next 
week, women of the Virgin Islands will be en- 
franchized immediately on the same terms as men 
and allowed to register, thus becoming eligible to 
vote in the general elections in November, 1986. 


“~~ MRS. BLATCH HONORED 


Those Whe-know and honor Harriot Stanton 
Blatch will be interested in the many letters she 
received from abroad at the time of the celebra- 


tion of her eightieth birthday. These letters not 


2 extolled her for her great service to women 
and to humanity but looked toward the future 
challenged us all to more consecrated alert 
tion for the preservation of our liberties and 
the development of more just social relations. 


Among those sending messages to Mrs. Blatch 
were Bernard Shaw, Dr. Louise Gerret Anderson, 
Dr. Robert Briffault, Christobel and Sylvia Pank- 
hurst, Mrs. Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, 


Equal Rights International, the Open Door Coun- 
cil, the Six Point Group, the Suffragette Fellow- 
ship, the National Union of Women Teachers, the 
Women’s Freedom League of Ireland and Scotland, 
the Women’s Consultative Committee on National- 
ity, the Women’s Guild of Empire, and St. Joan’s 
Social and Political Alliance. 


Excerpts from some of the letters follow: 


Robert Briffault: 


I should have felt particular 
oin yo ur Committee, and 

Mrs. Harriot Stanton Blatch. Her outstanding achieve- 
ments and long career of devotion to the noblest causes are 
matters of history; but her remarkable personality and 
undimmed clarity and vivacity of intelligence are matters 
which have, at first-hand and irrespectively of her record, 
deeply — 27 — 2 1 — glad bof — 
portun record these ings of regard and admiration 
and sincerely regret that I am unable to do so by word of 
mouth. As beco 
frage, of just social order, and of peace, Mrs. Blatch has 
been all her life a fighter. It is as one fighter to another 
that I tender her my respectful tribute. Our fighting days, 


leasure in being able to 


Viscountess Snowden: 


the 
Viscountess Snowden, the Fabian Society, the 


friends in doing honour 


mes an apostle of equalitarian suf- 
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hers and are now mostly behind us. But I venture 
to formulate hope for her, as I do for myself, that the 


fighting harness may be worn to the last. 


Sylvia Pankhurst: 


“We are faced with a new reaction which, in several 
countries of res has snatched from the Women’s 
Movement all which it has gained, and has shackled on 
the women of those lands a heavier and more painful 
slavery than that from which they had arisen by so much 
arduous and earnest toil and devoted sacrifice. Fascism 
is a real menace to humanity, and above all to women and 
all that the Women’s Movement stands for. It has risen 
to success in certain nations, but its protagonists and its 
ideas are to be found in all nations. The world is at a 
transition stage. The old politics, the old economy, are 
outworn. We must find new solutions for social et 
a new basis for World Society, otherwise reaction wi 
triumph. Fascism is not an Italian disease, not a German 
disease. It is a disease everywhere threatening the civiliza- 
tion which 1 — ** drastic reorganization. It 
is a situation which women must not shrink.” 
Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence: | 

“With all my heart I send greeting and congratulations 
on the occasion of her 80th birthday, to our honoured pio- 
neer in the Movement for Women’s Emancipation. . . 


It is impossible to over-estimate the significance of the 
extension of the franchise to women, especially in view of 


the re-actionary movements of the present day, which - 


challenge the very principle of democracy. . . Women 
have learnt by bitter experience and hard fighting the value 
of individual liberty. It is their supreme responsibility 
to hold fast to that principle against the strongest tides 


of re-action, and to hold fast to it, not only for themselves, 


but for all races and all minority communities. There 

are two great problems that ront the human race vy 

upon the solution of which its very life de How 
ish Poverty and How to abolish War II!“ 


“Defenders of democratic principles are of priceless value 
in these days when the men and women are givi 
away carelessly and with | both hands the things for whi 
their forefathers bled and died. I write of Europe and 
not of England nor America; but it would be foolish to 
imagine that even our two t Democracies can be en- 
tirely uninfluenced by the strange developments in other 
countries, and we must be on our d. Indeed, there 
demnation and resistance, if ‘Government of the ple, 
by the people, for the people’ is not ultimately to Sori 
from the earth.’” 

THE NEED FOR EQUALITY . 

“I must express my opinion here that uncon- 
ditional equality is the only basis for human con- 
tentment, and my conviction that, in spite of all 
assurances, effective equality between men and 
women has by no means been realized.” This state- 
ment is made by the distinguished Viennese 
psychologist, Dr. Olga Knopf, in her book, Women 
On Their Own, published by Little, Brown & Com- 
pany. Her book is a masterful study of woman, 
of her limitations, and the ways of handling these 
limitations. But in spite of her plea for equality, 
Dr. Knopf does not believe in an organized fem- 
inist movement because she thinks that in organ- 
izing to win their freedom women rouse so much 
sex antagonism that they defeat their purpose. We 
cannot agree with Dr. Knopf. We know that what 


freedom women have today has been won only 


through years of organized activity. We rejoice — 
that Dr. Knopf advocates unconditional equality, 
and we recommend as one big step toward attain- 
ing 1 the passage of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment. 


20> 


7 
> 


